It’s time for the
Science Fair!
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You are invited to participate in the 2011 Science Fair at ____________________Elementary .  Winners will be selected from each grade level to represent our school at the countywide competition. In order to qualify, projects must follow the specific science fair guidelines listed on the back.

Dates to remember:

· Applications sent home on ___________________________
· Applications due on _________________________________
· Science Fair at school on _____________________________
(All projects must be received by _________ a.m.)

· Winners will be announced at _____ p.m. in the ______________ at school, after which projects will be on display until ______ p.m.
· Countywide science fair at APSU on Friday, April 1st.
Science Fair Guidelines (Grades K-5): 
The following components are required for all projects participating in the science fair: 
• TITLE - This should be an attention getter! 
• PURPOSE - It must be stated in measurable terms. 
• MATERIALS - Include a list of all resources used. 
• PROCEDURE - Include a step-by-step report on what was done. 
• RESULTS/DATA - What did you observe? (graph-optional) 
• CONCLUSION - This is the answer to the purpose based on the results of the project. 

If these criteria are not clearly met the project will be eliminated from the competition and will not be judged. 

Basic Rules for all Elementary (K-5) Entrants: 
(1) The exhibit should be a free-standing, 3-sided display that is not larger than 78 inches (198 cm) high or 48 inches (122 cm) wide.  Posters or poster boards will NOT be accepted. 

(2) Exhibits should be constructed by the student with minimal help from any adult, guardian, or parent. 

(3) Tools/equipment must be supplied by the student.  

(4) No projects dealing with human subjects, pathogens, or vertebrate animals will be allowed in the county-wide science fair unless they are approved before experimentation.  
What does this mean? 
The main reason is that these types of projects can be hazardous to the students as well as the object(s) of the study. Thus approval and evidence of qualified supervision is needed before experimentation begins for these projects. 

For Human Subjects:  Fill out the K-5 Form for Projects Using Human Subjects. Forms are available from the science fair coordinator.
For Pathogenic Agents or Non-human Vertebrate Animals: For vertebrate animals no paperwork is needed if the animals are observed in their natural settings. All other projects must be approved by the Scientific Review Committee chair or the Montgomery County Science Fair Director. Forms are available from the science fair coordinator.
In regards to safety at the county-wide science fair, we are using a uniform set of guidelines for the display of all projects. NO human food (especially NO candy), animal food, soil specimens, waste materials, animal specimens, plant specimens, laboratory chemicals, and/or household chemicals including water, etc. can be displayed with the project, even if sealed tightly.  
General Comments and Notes: 
• The Science Fair Steering Committee reserves the right to refuse any exhibit, if it considers the exhibit unsafe. 
• The Science Fair Steering Committee assumes NO responsibility for any project; every effort will be made to protect it. 
• The Science Fair Steering Committee will provide and assign a number for identification of the project at registration. 
· NO names or pictures of exhibitor should be displayed on the project under any circumstances.   
• Large letters should be used to label each of the headings. 
• Exhibits will be limited to one entry per person. No team or class entries will be accepted. 
• Photographs taken while working on the project or running experiments may be included. Photographs, charts, and graphs are very important and vital in showing the development of the project to the judges and the community. Cover all faces of individuals photographed. 
• Written reports, research logs, and diagrams help to show research and knowledge gained through completion of the project, and all are found to be very useful and beneficial to the judges. 
• Refer to following website for project ideas and additional information: 

http://www.apsu.edu/robertsonr/sciencefair/mcsciencefair.htm
If you have other questions, please contact the science fair coordinator, _____________________________. 

Contact information for the science fair coordinator: 

